The best of Thailand ERruar "
= b - sﬂ-ﬁ:-paj 3 .

| ;‘-_}JEJ“ d;

ving, peaceful or too popular,
: Andaman Sea suit every taste

www.thaiairways.com @ T H A l

Smooth as silk




S
'

..h' F ) -.-..-:: “‘s

Exploring Koh Yao Noy, an island off the beaten tourist trail, is a lesson

in the laidback local lifestvle and a great introduction to voke meuh




By Jennifer Gampell Photography by Ben Owen-Browne







FRANKLY, I'M NOT SOMEOME WHO ENJOYS LAZING ABOUT ON

il Thai islar
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Armed with a cane and some residual recaicitrance,

pider of the two piers — Ao

resented myself at Bang Ror
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anta the tiny quay area, | felt transported back several decades
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fior the 1pm boat. Of t

around 99 per cent are Musfim
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a smiling vendor from a basket on the back of

This once ubkguitous snack of pi ed bamboo statks s
with sbcky rice, red beans and sweetened coconut mitk has
virtually disappeared from Bangkok. However, like many feliow

passengers-in-waiting. | opted for the more subs

served a1 a si

» pamboa-hul restaurant opp

Opposite and above: Can’t see the foreigners for the trees? That's the
idea. Bedow: Rubber plantations still cover Koh Yao Noi's interior.

ce, raw vegetables and ice water

| could choose any two Southern-style, seriously spit

{ Curries

from a mouthwatering array,
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dentical green wooden fishing boats waiting at the rudimentary

or the other of the two
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prised when nobody hassled me. | disooverad

the owners were brothars anyhow. During the uraly ane

hour, 100-baht ride to the island, everyone aboard smited and

snacks and leaned up ¢ aganst me. What a delightfu

change from most Thal kids who generally scream and burst
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Onca docked at Manok pier on the southeastern end of Koh

Yao Moi, Khun Prawat and the captain helped me across tae
teep stairway, A handiul of si lor drivers weré

engers in thair tiny open trucks with two

sk, One broadly smiling young man called
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THIRTY MINUTES AFTER ARRIVING AT YAQ ISLAND RESORT | KNEW THE SURFEIT
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With so few visitars, this small island is encircled by secluded and scenic beaches,
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CELEBRATE VALENTINES DAY IN
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While largely undiscovered, Koh Yas MNoi is starting to attract posh resorts and those
who are willing to spend large amounts of baht to witness a perfect end to their day.




based organisation, founded 12 years ago o teach willagers
abaut ecofourism, speak some English but they won't be with
you 24/7

My “family” consisted of 43-year-oid fisherman Hem, his
shy wife La who keeps house and works cutting rubber and
sewing, an elusive 13-year-old daughter and seven cats. Their
spacious seven-room concrete house sits al Pa Sai beach and

& in two rooms. I'd

can accommodate up o five guests ata
barely picked mine before Khun Hem and Pirat were shooing
mie into 8 pickup for my three-hour tour of the island

As we drove past vast rubber plantations, the guys slopped
to teach me the minutiae of rubber planting and hanesting:
trees fake seven years to mature and have 25 years of useful
production before being turned into fumiture. They showad
me huge wood and chicken wire fish traps near Tha Khag, the
oier to Krati, and drove across the desened intenor passing
still mare rubber plantations and rice fields. Apparently rice
cultivation i a sideline, not 3 Major INCome SouUrce

The next s was 3 Muslim fishing village set on stilts along
Tha Ton Da. | strolled up and down, joking with the women

who relaxed on their porehes. Birdsong from the many caged
specimens hanging above them filled the late-afternoon air. We
headed back to civilisation passing a huge rice paddy and some
jocal athiates out for their evening runs. Khun Pirat and Khun
Ham rivalled Khun Les in the yoke meuh depariment

Back home | bathed, my firet traditional Thai shower

experience in 12 years, and sat down 1o Khun La's yummy meal
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of steamad fish, prawn with beans and vegetable soup Khun
Hem proposed a post-dinner excursion to a one-time shadow
puppetl performance, but | demurred because of our 7am
fishing date the following morming.

The process of throwing out 31 three-metre nets bed
together is exfremely photogemic, but after watching Khun
Hem and his younger brother laboricusly hauling the nets back
inta the boat while extracting whatever shrimp and fish lay in
them, | didn't envy them their arduous calling. When Khun
Hem doesn'T have guests, he fishes from Sam to 3pm Thiz
time he left the nets piled neatly and put-putted his wWooGEn
long-tail boat to Koh Phak Bia, one of the many islands wisited
by the hundreds of Krabi tour boats plying the archipelago

Their passengers made do eating rce and one WORRING ouk af 2

The surreunding, clear waters are a favourite among avid divers,
photographers and, yes, local fisharmen for obvious reasons.







